
EDSAC springs to life, 6 May 1949

EDSAC PROGRAMMING AND APPLICATIONS



David Wheeler’s Initial Orders – wired on to uniselectors



Wilkes’ Airy Program June-July 1949
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Wilkes’ Airy Program June-July 1949



Wilkes’ Airy Program June-July 1949



David Wheeler:  Initial Orders 1   Initial Orders 2



Program preparation



The job ticket and queue

A Computing Service, January 1950



Program coding forms and MS conventions



Debugging by peeping 



Debugging: Postmortem and Checking Routines (Stanley Gill)



Debugging: Postmortem and Checking Routines (Stanley Gill)



Report on Programming, September 1950



Wilkes, Wheeler & Gill, 1951; 2nd ed. 1957



The Priorities Committee: J.C.P. Miller, Stanley Gill, Beatrice Worsley

Applications



Summer School in Programming, from September 1951



Sandy Douglas’ Noughts and Crosses



Sandy Douglas’ Noughts and Crosses – History in the making



The EDSAC was a scientific instrument

Prominent Users applying to the “Priorities Committee”

M. V. Wilkes:  Atmospheric oscillations

R.A. Fisher (research student David Wheeler): Genetics

Peter Naur: Orbital calculations

S.F. Boys (research student A.S. Douglas): Wave mechanics

Fred Hoyle (research student Joyce Wheeler): Astrophysics

J.C. Kendrew (research student J.M. Bennett): Molecular biology (Nobel 

Laureate 1962)

Andrew Huxley: physiology (Nobel Laureate 1963)

Martin Ryle: Radio astronomy (Nobel Laureate 1974)



Fred Hoyle, The Black Cloud, 1957



Kendrew & Bennett: Crystallography and the road to DNA



Kendrew & Bennett: Elucidation of myoglobin to 6 Angstrom



Kendrew & Bennett: Elucidation of myoglobin to 6 Angstrom



Kendrew & Bennett: Elucidation of myoglobin to 2 Angstrom, 1960


