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Maurice Wilkes’ background



The Mathematical Laboratory, 1937; Meccano Differential Analyser



The ENIAC with Pres Eckert, John Mauchly and Herman Goldstine, c. 1945



Shortcomings of the ENIAC



The EDVAC Report on the stored program computer, John von Neumann, June 1945



Post-war reconstruction of the Maths Lab



How did Wilkes find out about the stored program computer? Moore School Lectures



Moore School Lectures: stored program computer structure; mercury delay-line memory



Moore School Lectures: order code and and subroutines



Moore School Lectures: stored program computer structure EDVAC  block diagram



The EDSAC 1946-49: EDVAC  and EDSAC block diagrams



The EDSAC under construction



The EDSAC: mercury delay-line memory



Programming: symbolic instructions; instruction modification



Manchester vs. Cambridge coding style



EDSAC springs to life, 6 May 1949



EDSAC springs to life, 6 May 1949



David Wheeler’s Initial Orders – wired on to uniselectors



David Wheeler’s Initial Orders and the first programs, 6-9 May 1949



The lost first program



EDSAC springs to life, 6 May 1949



The lost first program -- reconstruction


